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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 
I want to tale this opportunity to thank Gloria Smart for her service as 
Secretary of Kiwanis Club No.1.  Gloria served through some of the club's 
busiest and most exciting times despite having tremendous challenges at 
work, family tragedies and health issues. Following Jim Heymes as Secretary is 
a huge task for anyone. Thank you Gloria for your service to the No.1 club. 
 
The 100th Birthday Party has been over for almost five months. Our club 
needs to refocus on service to our community and get busy. We have new 
members joining the club and we are about to sponsor a Young Professionals 
Club. We have great momentum from the activities of the 100 anniversary 
events and we should take advantage of that.  
 
Get INVOLVED with a committee. Joe Lentine, Jr. is working hard to transition 
the Books for Kids Program to something different and more effective than it 
is today.  Beverly Wiggins can use help with the Membership Committee. 
Barbara Jean Johnson will welcome your help with the Public Relations 
Committee. We have to do service and help the children in our community. 
Writing checks is great, but our time and energy spent performing service to 
the community is even better. Doing service creates comradery amongst club 
members, makes new friends for our club and gets more recognition for 
Kiwanis. We want to be the players and not the spectators in the game.  
 
As James Brown clearly stated in one of his hit records: "Don't say you're doing 
something when you're doing nothing. GET UP, GET INTO IT, GET INVOLVED! 

 
 

Eric, Your President 

 
 

http://www.kiwanis1.org/


 

 

June Birthdays 
 
Congratulations to our members with birthdays in 
June!  

  
 

 Mike Calloway 

 Mark Gilroy 
 Eric Sabree 
 Michael Webb 

 

CLUB MEETINGS 
 
We’ve had some dynamic speakers with more to 
come! Be sure to let Lucas know if you are coming 
so he can give the DAC an accurate head count: 
lucas@hacketbrass.com. Also, if you require a 
vegetarian meal, let Lucas know. Otherwise, we will 
assume you will be satisfied with what the DAC will 
be serving for lunch that day.  
 
On another note, we seem to have gotten away 
from the protocol of standing and applauding when 
our lunch speaker takes the podium. Let’s give 
them the honor due for after all, they are taking 
time out of their busy schedules to come to our 
club meeting.  
 
May 19th:   Cindy McCann-Clissold, Michigan 
Business Professional Association was our speaker. 
She talked about the importance of good social 
skills and networking to promote organizational 
growth.  

Greg Smith, Executive Director of Kiwanis Michigan 
District, attended along with representatives from 
Eastpointe, Lac St Clare, New Center, Shorewood 
and Warren clubs. We also had members of Wayne 
State University’s Circle K. Young Professionals in 
attendance. Other special guests included Tracy 
Irwin and Gary North from The Detroit Historical 

Museum. Thanks to Marian for working to get 
other clubs to the meeting – good way to share 
Cindy’s expertise and to network!  

 

Cindy sharing her thoughts 
 

Just a few photos of club members enjoying each 
other’s company…. 
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Kudos to Lucas Wright who is our liaison with the 
Detroit Athletic Club, collects luncheon payments, 
handles the 50/50 drawing and LOTS of other 
administrative work behind the scenes.  We need 
to stop and thank him periodically. Anybody who 
has filled in for him at a club meeting knows this is 
a lot like herding cats!  
 

 
 
June 2nd:  Joe Rashid, Outreach Director, 
Brightmoor Alliance shared many of the exciting 
and innovative things going on the Brightmoor 



 

 

neighborhood. The “Restore the Moor” campaign 
is focusing on everything from demolition to public 
art to urban farming and food production. The 
Brightmoor Alliance is partnering with many groups 
to bring this all about. Makes you realize what 
really exciting activities are going on in Detroit and 
how it can only get better with the dedication of 
residents and advocates such as Joe. He also 
shared some of the work he has been doing with a 
parks coalition addressing issues throughout the 
city.  
 

 
 
 

 
Letting Joe know he can ring the bell and a Kiwanian will 
come! 
 

 
Kris Miranne, Joe and Eric Sabree 
 

June 16th: Theodore Van Buren, United States 
Coast Guard Academy shared many insights into 
the academy – we learned all sorts of interesting 
facts such as: the academy and coast guard have 
always been co-ed so men are used to having 
women commanders (over 43 percent of ship 
commanders are women!), that indiviudals age 17 
– 22 can apply to the academy and they will receive 
a free college education leading to not only 
advanced degrees (paid for in full) but a rewarding 
career as well.  
 
He provided a packet of information, including a 
DVD, of the program. In exchange for five years of 
service, youg people not only gain an education but 
they receive a generous monthly stipend.  



 

 

 
Ted figured out quickly how to ring that bell so a Kiwanian 
will come! 

 
Upcoming Speakers 
 
July 7th:  NO CLUB MEETING (4th of July Holiday) 
 
July 24th: Our own Jeanette Harris will share 
experiences from her trip to Cuba 
 
August 4th: Hannah Heebner, Methodist Children’s 
Home Society 
 

BOARD ELECTIONS 
 
The club held its 2015/2016 board elections during 
the June 16th club meeting. The new board 
members, who will take office in October, are: 
 
President:   Marian O’Higgins 
President-Elect   Vacant 
Vice-President:  Barbara Jean Johnson 
 
Board of Directors:  Vernita Beverly 
    Patricia DeCarlo 
 
The new directors will be joining Marcia Ford, Joe 
Lentine, Jr. and Karen Walker whose terms expire 
in 2016.  
 
Note: the club board of directors appoints the 
secretary and this will be done at the October 
board meeting.  Currently, Kris Miranne is serving 

as secretary until then.  The club board also 
appoints the treasurer who currently is Greg Zink.  
Kris Miranne withdrew her name for President-
Elect when she was appointed Secretary – 
individuals cannot hold two offices at the same 
time. The nominating committee will re-convene 
and an election for this office will occur at the 
September 1st club meeting. This will allow enough 
time to put together a slate of candidates. More on 
this as we get closer to the date.  
 

Thanks to GLORIA SMART 
 
Many thanks to Gloria for her hard work as club 
secretary this past year – it is a job that requires a 
great deal of attention not only at the club level 
but in reports that need to be submitted to the 
Michigan District and Kiwanis International. Gloria 
stepped in after Jim Heymes retired after his many 
years of service – we truly appreciate her efforts!  

 
THANKS FROM LYNN KLEIMAN 
 
Many of you know that Lynn underwent hip 
surgery in early April. Below is a thank you she 
forwarded to the club: 
 
May 26, 2015 
 
Detroit # 1 Kiwanis Friends, 
 
Thank you for your thoughts, prayers, cards, visits, 
gifts and phone calls following my hip replacement 
surgery. Your many acts of kindness were priceless 
and heart-warming. To realize how many people 
cared – what a wonderful feeling.  Thanks much! 
 
Not sure when I will see you, but what a pleasure it 
will be! Take care and thanks again! 
 
  Lynn 

 
 
 
 



 

 

MICHIGAN DISTRICT CONVENTION 
 

 
 
We have several Detroit No. 1 members planning 
to attend the Michigan District Convention in 
Detroit at the end of August. Registered delegates 
from our club are Eric Sabree, Marian O’Higgins 
and Kris Miranne. Besides the traditional sessions, 
there are many other activities planned: 
  

 Detroit River dessert cruise Friday night 

 Luncheons on Friday and Saturday 

 Governor’s Banquet Saturday night 

 Memorial breakfast 
 

The event will be held at the Detroit Marriott/Ren 
Cen. Here is the link to more information and the 
registration form: www.mikiwanisone.org.  
 
Lots of behind the scenes work goes in to not only 
put on the annual Michigan District convention but 
to grow the district/clubs. On June 6th, Marian 
joined with others on the Michigan District board 
to move decisions forward.  
 

 
 

 

books for kids 
 

Many of you know that the Lentines’ warehouse is 
now needed for their business expansion. We 
thank them for their many years of supporting this 
project by housing it there, overseeing book 
distribution days and having all of us (and then 
some) in the warehouse stickering books.  
 
The books committee has been meeting regularly 
and a few key decisions have been made: 
 

 We will continue with this all-important 
signature project 

 The project will now focus on early literacy 
– 6th grade 

 Book distribution will continue based on the 
current inventory although books stock 
does need to be substantially reduced by 
fall, 2015 

 The committee is looking diligently for 
another location  

http://www.mikiwanisone.org/


 

 

Still, books are getting off the shelves and into the 
hands of kids. For example, Jeremy Cnudde 
delivered 600 books to Palmer Park for their annual 
kids’ fishing derby held on May 16th. Jeanette is 
taking books on a mission trip to Costa Rica later 
this summer. Kimme Counts Reed plans to 
distribute books at an annual kids’ day on Belle Isle 
later this summer.  
 
Stay tuned as the committee actively works to keep 
this project moving forward.  
 

CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL CEREAL DRIVE 
 
Many thanks to Detroit # 1 members who either 
donated boxes of cereal or money to purchase 
boxes. Each summer, Children’s Hospital oversees a 
cereal drive for kids and families who do not have 
access to the free/reduced breakfast and lunches 
through the schools. Kids are hungry all year round 
and this is a way to help their families. Thanks to 
Jeanette who will be making the delivery in the 
very near future.  

 
NEW MEMBERS! 
 
We welcome two new members – Renae Callery 
(installed in May) and Wilma McClanahan. Be sure 
and introduce yourself to each of them at the next 
club meeting.  New members are always excited to 
join so let’s be sure their enthusiasm carries on to 
building new friendships and participating in 
Kiwanis service projects and other activities.  

 
WE HONOR GRADUATES OF CESAR CHEVAZ 
ACADEMY 
 
The club’s Board of Directors decided to award 
leadership certificates to two graduating 5th grade 
students from Cesar Chavez Academy. The 
teachers and principal decided who was deserving 
and it was a surprise to both the students and their 
families when their names were announced.  
 

Jeanette Harris and Kris Miranne had the honor of 
presenting both the certificates and a $25 cash 
award to each student. Over 250 5th graders and 
their families attended the celebration lunch (we 
also were invited to share the great food!).  
 

 
Great crowd of students, parents and school staff. 
 

You should have heard Jeanette speaking Spanish 
to the group – she received lot of applause for her 
efforts!  
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
  

      
 

AKTION CLUB NEWS 
 
On Tuesday, May 26th the AKTION club, 
accompanied by several Detroit No 1 members, 
sang in the atrium of the John Dingell VA Hospital. 
What is becoming an annual tradition was well-
received by patients and visitors. Jeanette 
recounted that they were having problems finding 
the words to one of the songs they wanted to sing 
and a fellow stopped, looked it up on his phone, 
and left his phone with her while he went off to his 
appointment so they would have the lyrics!  
 
People stopped to listen, some sat down for the 
how performance and others joined in.  The voices 
might not have always been in tune but there was 
a great deal of infectious enthusiasm. What a great 
honor for our servicemen and women!  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

In addition to singing, Aktion Club members made 
cards honoring those who serve our country. Our 
Aktion Club is truly setting a fine example for how 
service is done in our community.  



 

 

Stepping out at the Kiwanis Michigan District 
Convention 
 
On Friday, August 28th, the Detroit Helping-Out 
Aktion Club will perform a dance routine at 3:50 in 
the afternoon  following the  General Session at the 
Michigan District Conveniton.  The selection is 
choreographed and directed by Detroit #1 
member, Chris King. Be there to support our Aktion 
Club and prepare to be dazzled and proud!  
 

 
 

Watch the video on the Detroit Kiwanis Facebook 
page. 
 

 

 
 

Kiwanians are about service and making a 
difference in the lives of chicken –all children.  Not 
everyone was born on the part of planet where 
vaccines are cheaply and easily available.  You can 
help level the playing field.  You can immunize a 
mom for $1.80.   
 
Quite honestly, I cannot understand why we don’t 
have 100% club participation.  If is not often one 
can say that you’ve saved a life for change that can 
be s found in couch cushions.  Kiwanis’ legacy 
won’t be what kind of party we had to celebrate a 
100th birthday – but, rather, the gift we gave:   
Elimination of a disease. 

 
Think and sign a pledge form.  Email me and I will 
send you the form; it is available online at: 
sites.kiwanis.org/.../The_Eliminate...Pledge_Form.s
flb.ashx 

Or 
You can give quickly and securely at 
www.TheEliminateProject.org/give 
 
Hesitation means death to a child. 

 
 

   Jeanette 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
PRAYER BREAKFAST 
 
The Cosmopolitan Detroit Club will be hosting their 
annual prayer breakfast: 
 
When: Saturday, June 20th at 9:00 AM.  
Where: Philippine American Cultural Center 
               17356 Northland Park Ct. 
               Southfield, MI 48075 
 
Tickets: $20 for adults, $10 for children 
 
Contact for tickets and information: 
 

 Romeo Alip 
     248.361.0299 
Romy.alip@gmail.com 

http://www.theeliminateproject.org/give
mailto:Romy.alip@gmail.com


 

 

 
 Eleanor Madiclum Jenks 
     248.506.8058 
marlboroblench@yahoo.com 

 

Independence Day Parades 
 
July 3rd 
 
Oak Park will hold its annual Independence Day 
parade on Friday, July 3rd. In past years, our club 
has had a table at the parade and members have 
walked the route. If interested, please contact 
Carly Podzikowski at either 248-691-2357 or via 
email: cpodzikowski@ci.oak-park.mi.usfor more 
information. Attendees need to be at the parade 
by 11 AM. 
 
Also on July 3rd, the Kiwanis Club of Whitmore Lake 
is sponsoring the Whitmore Lake Races. The event 
includes a 5K run/walk and a 10K splash n’ dash. 
The event benefits scholarships for graduating 
Whitmore Lake high school students. For further 
information, email whitmoreraces@gmail.com or 
go online to 
https://runsignup.com/whitmorelakeraces. 
 
July 4th 
 
On June 16th, George Brown from the Kiwanis Club 
of Whitmore Lake came our club meeting to invite 
us to join their club in walking their 55th annual 4th 
of July parade. This year’s theme is Whitmore Lake 
Salutes America.  
 
Their float is named Detroit Kiwanis No. 1 and 
celebrates the 100th birthday of Kiwanis and the 
origins of the organization beginning with our club. 
What an honor! 
 

 
George sharing the parade information 
 

If interested in participating, arrive at 240 Barker 
Road (and Timbercrest Ln) no later than 8:30 AM. 
Be sure to wear your Kiwanis shirts if you have 
them. 
 
For further information, contact George at 734-
449-8655 or Carey at 734-546-2088. Or, email 
whitmorelakeparade@charter.net. 
 
Kiwanis Kids Day on the Farm 
 
Saturday, July 25, 2015 
11:00 a.m. -4:00 p.m. 
Wolcott Farm Center  
65775 Wolcott Rd. (between 30 &31 mile rds.) 
 

All kids invited 
Event is Free 

 
Fishing pond, therapeutic horseback riding, games, 
clowns, hay rides, farm animals, DJ, food, drink & 
more!  
 

Commemorative T-shirts for the first 300 kids! 
 
RSVP: chrisconstantino2003@yahoo.com 
313-645-3910 
(Leave count of how many adults and kids) 

 
 

mailto:marlboroblench@yahoo.com
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Annual Night at the Races 
 
Where: Hazel Park Raceway  
               1650 E. 10 Mile, Hazel Park, MI 
When: August 1st 

  Dinner at 6 PM, Thoroughbred racing        
begins at 7:30 

 
Tickets: $22.00 (includes 2-meat full buffet dinner, 

racing program, parking, admission and a 
donation to the Michigan District 
Foundation) 

 
Contact Tom Ulbrich for reservations (with checks): 

586-943-4376 
 
Divisional Picnic 

 

 
 
Save the date! We are having a Division 1 picnic 
and we hope to have members from all eight clubs 
there to have fun and share good food!  
 
Where:  Belle Isle  
When:  September 13th 
Time:  12 Noon ‘til? 
 
Everyone is invited – bring your family and friends 
along with your own burgers/hot dogs and a dish 
to pass. It will be a great way to end the summer 
and meet new friends while visiting with those you 
already know. More details to come as we get 
closer to the date.  
 


